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Public Health Department, 
Council Offices , 
Hengoed, Glam. 


Telephone 3; Hengoed 2245 


To the Chairman and Members of the 
GELLIGAER URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


Mrs. Haman and Gentlemen, 
I beg to present my Report for the year 1959. 


The Report is prepared on lines indicated in Circular 
1/60 ( Wales) of the Welsh Board of Health. 


The Report of the Senior Public Health Inspector, Mr,T. P. Thomas, 
is included. 


The estimated Population has fallen by 100. The estimated 
population of the County of Glamorgan, and the neighbouring District 

of Caerphilly, is rising annually. There is a drift of population from 

the Area, especially of the younger folk, seeking other employment, and 

homes of their own, which are not freely available in Gelligaer, 


As judged by the Table of Vital Statistics, the health of the 
Community has been fairly satisfactory. 


Infant Mortality was very slightly less than in 1958 ; but as 
I point out on Page 9, the improvement does not keep pace, either with 
the National or County trend. 


For yet another year, Infectious Diseases were conspicuous 
by their absence. The Report includes a special note on Tuberculosis 
in children ; a sharp reminder that continued care is necessary. 
For the past few years new cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis in 
Gelligaer have numbered about thirty per annum. It is reasonable to look 
forward to a smaller incidence during the next few years. 


Two outbreaks of Food Poisoning are reported. 


The number of Deaths occurring between the age of 1 and 65 
was 104; probably the smallest ever in that age group; while the 
number of Deaths occurring upward of 65 was greater than in recent 
yearse 
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It is noteworthy, too, that in 1958 Deaths from Heart 
and Circulatory Diseases, and Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System 
numbered 166, while in 1959 they were 212. 


In the Section on Housing, it is seen that progress is slow, 
but both in Slum Clearance and the building of new houses, the tempo 


is increasing. It is confidently expected that a steady flow of new 
dwellings will soon appear. 


In considering the Public Water Supply, it is pleasant to record 
that the long period of dry weather caused no curtailment of supply, 
and to note the good work of the Rhymney Valley Water Board. 

The Public Health Inspectors have continued their efforts 
to promote the hygienic handling of food. The careless disposal of 
refuse and empty milk bottles still remains a problem. 


During the Year,no new industries were attracted to the Area. 


I wish, again, to thank the Members of the Council and Officers 
for help and encouragement during the Year. 


I an, 


Yours) fan thtudly, 


W. BOWEN OWEN 


Medical Officer of Health 
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Contributions towards the emoluments of the Medical Officer 
of Health and the Public Health Inspectors, hitherto made 
by the County Council, ceased as from lst. April, 1959. 


The Rhymney and Sirhowy Valleys Hospital Management Committee 
continue to pay for part-time clerical assistance given by 
Miss Chilton at the Gelligaer Hospital :- 


Service Period of one Amount 
year ending 


Salary of Medical 

Officer of Health, 41st. March,1959 Dal, 05 
Public Health 

Inspectors, and 

clerke 


GELLIGAER URBAN DISTRICT 


Population - 36, 200 
Total Acreage - 6s 2 
Rateable Value - £197 253 
Product of Ids = (0 
rate 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o28844609 
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GELLIGABR URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


Chairman = 
Vice - Chairman - 


Mrs. Ae Haman, Jee 
D. B. Cooke 


MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 


Wet. Bennet 

Don platehtord, J.P. 
E. HE. Burgess 

A. E. Carey 

W. H. Coleman 

John Davies 

W. E. Davies 

H. V. Edwards 
Alderman W. A. Hancock, J.P.,C.C. 
H. V. James 

W. R. James 


PUBLIC HHALTH COMMITTESR 


Chairman = 
Vice - Chairman - 


W. H. D. Bennett 

D. S. Blatchford, J.P. 
W. He. Coleman 

D. B. Cooke 

W. E. Davies 

H. V. Edwards 
Mrs. A. Haman 


Je He Jones 
William Jones, J.P. 
Hopkin Lewis 

W. He Lee: C.C. 

W. J. Payne 
William Poyntz 

G. T. Richards, J.P. 
H. L. Roberts 

K. G. Turner 

A. Williams 
Cledwen Williams 
Douglas Williams 

H. Je Williams 


G. T. Richards, J.P. 
H. V. James 


Alderman W. A. Hancock, J.Pe, C.C. 


W. R. James 
J. H. Jones 
W. H. Lee, C.C. 


. 


: LL of st 
80 mati LEG 
wold ofan 
cde) > Gal oh oW 


OVE ol off 
wovdt meli liv 


,Shtadtolni 7 .f 
otredai .i «HE : 
‘teri .«f «hi ety etl 

enall(rew .A 


eueliliW qewbeld 
aw ii liv esl 
eaasti{iwW .t EB 


-ebvendotl .t 4a i? ty 
-omet .V¥ a - newtiag ~-soak¥ 


ttennea .f A 
oie ,btotdstat 
neaploo 

adood of 

setval .@ 
abrtawbl .V 

fia sha 


ek. 


of aff 


a 


¥ 
& 
a 
4 
anit f 


ae utd yells i, elocitall «A We sactredl A 
somal if .W 
——- somal fh). 
“Jed 9 oil A Wf, 
Thy ' a ey Pa 
po 
ee 
@ ® : * s ae oh 
; 9 cae i. 
sap Sere F 


Page _5 


CHIEF OFFICERS OF Tak COUNCIL 


Clerk of the Council - D. W. C. Morgan, Li. B. 

Treasurer and Accountant - W. Hicks, FeI.M.T.A.y FeSeAsAe 

Engineer and Surveyor - W. T. luke, B. 5c., AM.I.C.H. 

Housing Manager - G. Lloyd Williams ,A.R.S.H.,M.F.B., Cort. 


Omnibus Manager = W. H. Collins 


PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF 


Medical Officer of Health -~ We Bowen Owen, JoP.,BeSce, M.R.C.S. 
DaheCebes Deals tHe 


Senior Public Health Inspector - T. Thomas, A.R.S.H., 
Cert. Meat Inspector, R.S.H. 


District Public Health Inspector- E. G. Rawlings, A.R.S.H., 
Certe Meat Inspector, R.S.H. 


Rodent Officer - 7. J. Morris 


Clerical Staff - L. Chilton 
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_ GLAMORGAN 
| | 
| SSTIM/ TED 
POPUL/ TION 
1959 Number 
of 
| Births 
Eneland and Wales 0,170 
Administrative County | 746, 400 (Pie? 
Urban Districts | 535, 900 | 8,720 
| Rural Districts / 210,400 | 3,402 
, Health Division.Constituent Dist. | | 
Aberdare & Aberdare Urban | 39,610 554 
‘Mountain Ash. Mountain j.sh Urban 40,540 20 
Caerphilly & Caerphilly Urban _ _ 37, 810 
| Gelligaer Gelligaer Urban | 36,200 
Mi> Glamorgan Bridgend Urban 14,780 
i Maesteg Urban Ib 22560) 349 
Cemore & Garw Urban 22 yO 361 
Porthcawl Urban ILO ESO) 148 
: Penybont Rural oi EMG 14 
(Neath & Dist. Neath M.B. ie) ee en 
Neath Rural Aeon =| 606 
"Pontypridd & Llantrisant Rural DONOR) |.) HGR: 
' Llantrisant Pontypridd Urban £60 | 590 
i Port Talbot & Glyncorrwg Urban | 10,(30 189 
Glyncorrwe Port Talbot M.B. ! 48,680 934 
South Hast Barry M.B. AVA QALO) 802 
Glamorgan Cardiff Rural | 42,470 705 
Cowbridge l.B. 990 ne) 
Cowbridge Rural | IS) alst@) 439 
; Ponarth Urban | 19,480 290 
| West Gower Rural | 12, 000 161 
/ 416 


| Glamorgan Pontardawe Rural 51,580 
Llwchwr Urban | 25, (30 
' Rhondda Rhondda M.B. 1.106, 000 


ATIMINISTRATIVE COUNTY 


VITAL STATISTICS, 1959 Page @ 


{ 
INFANT 


BIRTHS DEATHS MORTALITY |NEO NATAL MORTALITY 
Rate per No. Rate per ‘Deaths | Rate |Deaths Rate per | 
NOOO) eng 1, 000 der | per under {| 1,000 
popul- Deaths \|population l year ; 1,000 ‘4 weeks Live Births 
ation | Crudé Adjusted Live Births 
Crude Adjusted. l 
6.5 | 07,5741 12.6 | ne fie Lee ce ee s 
[16.24 716.08 | 8,9N5) 11.95 [15.867 341 28.15 255 | 21604 
(16.27 (15.94 | 6,458) 12.01 |13.93; 251 | 28.78 | 188 2156 
16.17 | 16.49 | 2 ler ee727 | 90 | 26.46 | 67 19.69 
| | 
13.99 | 14.41 | 5 | 14.52 114.96; 15 | 27.08 “HL 19.86 
17003 | 26.86 ! 11.69 114.0 Weeete eosop i 47 26.92 
+627 13.571 pial Si EA Ey ie eae 16 ZAiOOe | 


witiat wt 15-98, 
16.40 | 16.20 “28to | 68 | 14.3! 
W05 115.69 | 131 12.70 111.61 | 

liga | 51M 13.64 [13.50 | 
15.241 14.17 | 30M) 12.25 115. a 
14.61 | 14.32 | 469 | 11.79 |14.86 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 


Population 
LIVE BIRTHS 
Legitimate coe 
Illegitimate eve 
Total eco 


STILL - BIRTHS 


Legitimate eee 
Illegitimate eos 
Total erate 


1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
ESS) 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
10959 


As a matter of inter 
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1901 
UAE 
1921 
195i 
T94L 
19De 


the following figures :- 


sihrn600 

LIVE BIRTHS 

I give 

BIRTHS 
= Tebly 
- 1720 
- 1363 
= 847 
= 133 
- 631 


36, 200 


TOTAL 


159 
708 
631 
629 
664 
644 
672 
644 
667 
647 
648 


MALE 
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| THE CAUSES OF DEATH in 1959 are tabulated below 
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1 day 
2 days 


3 days 
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days 
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weeks 
weeks 
months | 
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months | 
months | 
9 months 
10 months 
11 months | 
12 months | 
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Pneumonia 


INFANTILE MORTALITY 


PREP PEPPY 


a ae od oe 


ING := 
In Hospital 


Cause 


Pulmottary Syndrome 


Prematurity 
Heart Disease 
Asphyxia Neone 
Prenmaturity 


Pulmcnary Syndrome 
Cerebral Haem. 
Haematemesis 


Atalectasis 
Gas *ro-enteri tib 


Meningitis 
Broncho-pneumonia 
Heart disease. 


Broncho-pneumonia 


Praneho=pneunonia 
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INFANTILE MORTALITY 
TOTAL MALE FEMALE 
Deaths of Infants under one year 18 Jae 7 
Legitimate 18 dll Tf 
Illegitimate - 2 - 


( My records indicate that there were 17 Infant Deaths during the year, 
but the Registrar General's Statistics give the number as 18) 


As shown in the Table of Vital Statistics, the Infant Mortality Rate 

per 1,000 Live Births in England and Wales was 22.0 (2255 ina 1958) - 

in the Administrative County it was 28.13 (28.83 in 1958) 3 in Gelligaer 
it was 27.78 ( 27.82 in 1958) 


Of the 18 Deaths, 16 occurred in the first month of life, while 12 of the 
16 occurred in the first week of life. 


There were 18 still-births during the year. 


I append a Table showing the Infant Mortality Rate in Gelligaer during the 
past ten years. 


While the Infant Mortality Rate shows a very slight improvement, the improvement 
is not equal to the improvement made in Ingland and Wales, or in the 
Administrative County. 


1950 - AS + 2 
1951 - 28 »« 53 
WS - 51» 80 
LDS = Dili OS 
1954 = A e105 
DD = AO) ed. 
1956 - 48 . 14 
1958 - 2 vei Oe 
AUS) - Zi = (8 
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Dia kh TAS 
Deaths during the year numbered 390. - Males 222, Females 168. 
1949 = A422 
1950 - 406 
POS! - 482 
1952 - 433 
TDS, = 389 
954 = A3T 
NED zs A49 
1956 - 422 
seal = 405 
1958 = 384 
59 = 390 


MATERNAL DEATHS 


There were no Deaths in which pregnancy was a factor. 


In considering the Registrar General's Returns, there are points of interest. 
Following is a Table showing the number of Deaths in each of three age groups 
for the past ten years.e. In considering the age at Death , it is interesting 
to note how many people live beyond the allotted span of three score years 


and tene 
AGE AT DEATH MALE 


65 = 69 years 33 28 
10) — 14 years 4A | 24 
75 - 79 years 29 | 95 
| 80 and over Ad | Al 


A comparison of age at Death for the past ten years is shown := 


1950 19511952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1952 


No. occurring before the Bley ealish 210 ih 29 43 31 22 L32- 208 
age of one 

No occurring between iO 10s Adee Eas) TAA TS5. 159. 136 12. 104 
1 and 65 


No. occurring upward of 65 250,271 269 225 “264 PEL 252 247 245 268 
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DEATHS FROM CANCER 


The number of Deaths from all forms of Cancer was 66. 


gag - 54 
L950 = DD 
1951 - 60 
1952 = 64 
IIS)5yB) = 54 
1954 = Dif 
95D - 2 
1956 - 68 
ISIS) El = 44 
1958 - 64 
1959 = 66 


CANCER OF THE LUNG 


1950 - .5 - all males 

TENS IL - 13 - 11 males, 2 females 
1952 - 6 - all males 

1953 - 4 - 4 males, 1 female 
1954 - 3 e« all males 

95D - ieee males 

1956 = 1y - 71 males, 4 females 
1957 - 7 - all males 

1958 - 8 - allmales, 

959 - 9 - 8 males, 1 female 


Deaths from Violent Causes occurred in 17 instances. 


Among these - accidents in the home caused 4 Deaths; 
accidents at work caused 7 Deaths ; 
Motor Vehicle accidents caused 4 Deaths. 
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CAUSE OF DEATH 


The Chief Causes of Death were as follows :- 


_Male _ Female Total 
Deaths from Heart and Circulatory Diseases eee coe 81 70 151 
Deaths from Cancer eoe eee eco ese eoce eco 40 26 66 
Deaths from Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System 26 45 61 
Deaths from Measleseece eve eee ese eee “eon = ot rd 
Deaths from Bronchitis Soe ave Facies See SEC 30 10 40 
Deaths from Whooping Cough ele pialwal seme), aves - = = 
Deaths from Diarrhoea, Gastritis and Enteritis eee 1 il 2 
Deaths from Tuberculosis of Respiratory System eee 4 = 4 
Deaths from Other Forms of Tuberculosis eee - = = 
Deaths from Motor Vehicle Accidents see eee ee 4 i 5) 
Deaths from Poliomyelitis eee eee ae eco eve = a Pre 
Deaths from Influenza ee cialen eels Seite aisle 3 2 5 
Deaths from Pneumonia eee eco ee eon ace 8 5 a 
Deaths from Other Diseases of the Respiratory System ut - if 
Deaths from Violent Causes wie e veuis” eee cee 8 - 8 
THUS t= 
ISIS JUS) 
Deaths from Heart and Circulatory Diseases ~ 22 ily 
Deaths from Cancer - 64 66 
Deaths from Vascular Lesions of Nervous System - 4A 61 
Deaths from Bronchitis = AO AO 
Deaths from Violent Causes - LT 8 


are the chief causes of Mortality. 


There is a slight increase in the number of Deaths from Cancer. Leukaemia is a 
Disease attracting attention. There were four Deaths from this disease, as 
compared with two in 1958, 


Coronary Disease is another disease which is attracting much attention. 
During 1959, 39 males, and 24 females died from this Disease. 
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PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES 


NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
AGES DISTRIBUTION 


oad © oy eae Sea ea 
DISEASE Total | a 4 2 3ej A-| 5-| 15- 25-| 454 65-| -75 and 
. | cases il 213/415 115125! 45) 65175 | over 
Puerperal Pyrexia 3 = = =| ele a i ORs yaa = 
Scarlet Fever 4 es | | ” | - i 4 ets es E | ie 3 | 
Poliomyelitis = Ea = Ss ape | ail as Bo | 
Diphtheria - = S = ie | | 
Acute Pneumonia 10 al -| - |- | | 
Food Poisoning 57 - a 5 1 
Brysipelas 2 = = \- | | 
Sonne Dysentery 2 i a | I i | | 


There were 193 cases of Measles, and 10 cases of Whooping Cough. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
' -~ aaa | 
| _ ‘NEW CASES | | DEATHS | 


AGE GROUP 


Under 1 yeer 


| eg | 
| O- 4 years ho ROS - - . =| - - | 
5 = J-years | 5 7h =| He - | -| A | a | 
10 - 14 years Weis gece, \ gave | = | = | ul = | - | 
15 - 19 years agg irk ae oe yar) si de thay ee 
| 20 = 24 years fe | = | af | & | me | cel = | = 
25 - 34 years 1 | 5 Sane here | - - | 
35 - 44 years 3 oa aps | = | = | Zi . “ | 
45 - 54 years | 3 | SU hes - | os | 2 | ones 
55 - 64 years | 2 | - | = | oe pea | Eee . | 
65 - 69 years pein Se i ar a ee | ae 
69 and over E | ay | 2 | ! Sane 
{ | | 


TOTAL aes a 


i 


The total number of Deaths from Tuberculosis was 4. Of these, 3 cases 
were discovered on Post Mortem examinatione 


INCIDENCE AND DEATHS 


YEAR: INCIDENCE DEATHS 
1950 54 19 
1951 38 13 
1952 44 9 
L955 34 10 
1954 . 54 4 
ily )5)s) Sil 8 
1956 oe) 8 
O57 Be 5 
1958 30 al 
1959 OS 4 
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AN OUTBREAK OF TUBERCULCSIS IN CHILDREN 


Karly in January, 1959, Dr. W. R. Nash, Medical Superintendent of 
Energlyn Hospital, Caerphilly informed me that a child, twelve months 
old, had died at Energlyn Hospital of Miliary Tuberculosis. The child 
was from the Gelligaer Area. 


My records showed that a person suffering from extensive Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis, living in the area from which the child came, had been 
admitted to hospital a short time previously. 


On investigation, I found that the child's home was one of a group 
of houses of unsatisfactory hygienic conditions, isolated from the main 
body of the town. There were a number of children in this group of 
houses,and I considered that they had all been at risk. Through the prompt 
co-operation of the late Dr. Powell, the Divisional Medical Officer of 
Glamorgan County Health Department, all the children at risk were 
Mantoux Tested. The positive reactors were x-rayed, and as a result of this 
_ examination six children were notified as suffering from Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis, and were admitted to Hospital. Another child was admitted to 
Hospital for observation and was later notified as suffering from Pulmcnary 
Tuberculosis. 


I then asked Dr. Powell to kindly arrange for the children in the 
Pontlottyn Schools and Infant Welfare Clinic to be Mantoux Tested, with 
the following results :- 


420 were Mantoux Negative 
83 were Mantoux positive - of these 21 had been B.C.G. Vaccinated. 


Again, the positive reactors were x-rayed, either at the Chest Clinic 
or by the Mass Radiography Unit which visited the Fontlottyn Schools at 
my request. A few abnormalities were found, but no further case of 
Tuberculosis was discovered. 


The Council was greatly concerned to hear of the Tuberculous 
infection amongst the children of the area. Consideration had been 
given to the advisability of providing better accommodation for the 
families. The high incidence of Tuberculosis amongst the children 
determined the Council to give high rehousing priority to these families. 


At the time of preparing this Report, I am glad to say that 
most of the families have been given new homes. The Estates Department 
of the National Coal Board allocated new houses to their employees, 
thus easing the burden on the Council. 
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Prior to 1940, the only large scale prevention of Infectious Disease 


by inoculation was vaccination against Smallpoxe 
against Diphtheria was commenced in Gelligaer; 


In 1940, immunisation 
a few years later 


immunisation against Whooping Cough was introduced at the Welfare 
Clinics. In 1955, B.C.G. vaccination against Tuberculosis was made 
In 1956, another new 
preventive inoculation was made available - vaccination against 


available by the Local Health Authority. 


Poliomyelitis. 


Diphtheria Immunisation 
1950 - 437 
Woy = 483 
WB 2 - 381 
1955 - ALT 
1954 - 524 
UID = ATA 
1956 - A81 
LUIS) - 269 
1958 - 205 
IDS) - Zo) 

Smallpox Vaccination 
1950 - 38 
LOSE: - 137 
a oe - 152 
1955 = UT 
1954 = 150 
1955 = 125 
1956 - 124 
19) 1 - 125 
1958 - IS) 
ey Dy) - 162 


Whooping Cough Vaccination 


Primary 


oreeree enemas 


Re-vaccination 


In 1959, 369 were Immunised against Whooping Cough 


Be Cy. Ge Vaccination 


In 1959, 312 received B.eC.G. vaccination 
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POLICMYELITIS VACCINATION 


Dr. Revington, The Divisional Medical Officer of the Glamorgan 
County Council, is unable to give information concerning Gelligaer 
in 1959, but supplies the information concerning Caerphilly and 
Gelligaer Division. 


The Vaccinations carried out in the Division, and which relate 
to all persons eligible are as follows :- 


1958 959 
Number who received two injections 6, 659 5, 886 


Number who received Boosters 5 (6510 tis SES 


I am indebted to Dr. Revington for the information concerning 
Vaccination and Immunisation. 
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Mr. T. Iuke,B.Se.Council's Surveyor and Engineer, has supplied the 
following information :- 


‘| PERMANENT! TEMPORARY 
| dwellings; dwellings 


} 


i during 1959 


Mr. George Williams, A.R.S.H., the Council's Housing Manager, has supplied 
the following information :- 


By the Local Authority 
Noe of houses completed and occupied during 1959 62 
No. partly completed during 1959 24 
No. sanctioned but not commenced 69 
Total number completed and occupied since 1918 | 1298 100 
By Private Enterprise, Building Societies etc. 
No.of houses completed and occupied during 1959 | 2 
Number partly completed during 1959 
No. for which plans were passed but not commenced | 4 | | 


Number of families rehoused in 1959 ee a 
Number of families in which Tuberculosis was a factor = ie 


Waiting list for Council Houses at 31st. December, 1959 :- 


Total number of applicants - 1103 
Families who are sub-tenants - 692 


Of the sub-tenants :- 


Families of man and wife and one child = 441 
Families of man and wife and two or more children - 213 


Applications from Old Age Pensioners - 66. 


In my Report for 1958, I gave details of the Council's Housing activities 
since 1950. I also outlined the programme for the next few yearse 


At the close of 1959, the Housing needs of the Area were as great as at any 
time in the past ten years. It appears that progress in 1960 will be slow, 
but in 1961 and thereafter the number of new houses becoming available will, 
happily, be much larger. 


During the year, progress was made in the Slum Clearance Scheme at Pontlottyn. 
Sixty families were rehoused in 57 new houses. In addition, 19 families were 
rehoused in 16 new houses on individual closing orders. 


It is becoming increasingly difficult to maintain to a minimum standard very 
many of the old houses inthe Area. 
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION 


Measurement of Pollution at Bargoed was continued during the year. 


Month Rainfall Toad sosads 
January eld. ins 35) «98 tons 
February O) SNS) sual 5 e 5 ons 
March A ireah ANS iy 62 . 50 tons 
April Ae 69 ins 20 oy tons 
May 1 SO) stasis 17 « 92 ons 
June BD (85) ata s 20 . 44 tons 
July 5 NS sbaists 13 « 87 tons 
August iL 6 Qe shares 9 . O tons 
September 0”. 24 ins, be Lo) cons 
October Ae el MS 41 1. (O tons 
November 1 , 09 ins. 52 . 28 tons 
December DS (85) aba ZO Ty bons. 


The total amount of dust collected in 1959 - 361 . 56 tons.(327.53 fone in 
1958 


Industrial activity in the form of an electricity generating plant, 
and a preparation plant to render the coal suitable for burning 
in the steam boilers of the generating plant cause a great deal of 
atmospheric pollution at Bargoed. 


The location of the generating station, and the economic pressure 
which indicates the type of fuel used unite to give Bargoed a 
dust laden atmosphere when the wind is in the "wrong" quarter, 
despite the very strenuous efforts of the National Coal Board to 
lessen the nuisance. 


Modernisation of the generating plant is planned within the 
next few years. 
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0 PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY 


I am indebted to Mr. W. H. James, B.Sc., A.M. Inst. C.H., Engineer to 
the Rhymney Valley Water Board, for the following report on the Public 
Water Supply to the Area :- 


a) - Bacteriological examination of Water 
i 


iy 
{ 


SOURCE ! RAW WATER TREATED WATER 


{ 
iSatis- | Just above iunsatis- | Satis- . Just above 
| 
\ 


pacers limit for [factory factoryslimit for | petele 
| satis.resul | jsateresult | ae 
! Pinar tan ce al aaa 
| Rhymney Bridge 37 ING ll ae | 
ippeed 27 AT 1 Bee 


Taf Fechan 


| TOTALS 


b) - Maintenance of Supplies 


Supplies during the year were very well maintained and, with the help of the 
new Gwernau Reservair, Maesycwmmer, which was opened in May, 1959, the Board 
maintained continuous supplies even during the long period of drought, and 
restrictions were not enforced in any district. 


c) - New Works 


Apart from incidental mainlaying for private housing sites and the Slum 
Clearance site at Pontlottyn, no extensive work was carried out in the 
Gelligaer Urban Area, but a new 12" diameter trunk main was laid from the 
Filterhouse,Rhymey Bridge, to Carno Street, Rhymey, in order to improve 
supplies from the Rhymney Bridge Reservoir. 

Preliminary investigations were commenced during the year 1959 regarding 
the siting of a new reservoir at Gilfach - Fargoed. 
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SWIMMING POOL 
The Council maintains a large, open air swimming pool in the Park at Bargoed. 
This pool is extensively used by the public, and for swimming instruction 
of school children. Occasionally, the pool becomes too popular, and it 
is then difficult to maintain the water in satisfactory condition. 


Minor alterations have been made to the water circulation in the pool during 
the past few years to improve the chlorination to all parts of the poole 

The pool is filled from the public water supply, and also " topped up" from 
the same supply. 


For the safety of bathers, it is necessary that adequate chlorination and a 
high degree of clarity of the water ARE always present. Both safety features 
were satisfactorily provided during the year. It is now proposed to instal an 
automatic Chlorinator at the pool.This will feed chlorine gas into the water 
maintaining thequantity of chlorine at the optimum concentration. 
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955 
I am indebted to the County Medical Officer for the following report :- 


Samples taken in the Gelligaer Urban District by the County Sampling 


Officers during the year ended 31st. December, 1959 are as follows :- 


Almonds 
Arrowroot 
Aspirin 

Baking “owder 
Bicarb., of Soda 
Butter 

Cake Sponge Mix. 
Cockles 

Chicken (minced) 
Choc. Spread 
Coffee & Chicory 
Colouring 
Condensed Milk 
Cornflour 
Cream 

Desse Coconut 
Dessert Powder 
Evaporated Milk 
Fish ( canned) 
Fish paste 

Fish Cakes 
Flour 

Fruit ( canned) 
Fruit ( dried) 
Glace Cherries 
Glucose 

Gravy browning 
Health salts 
Ice Cream 

Jam 

Lard 

Lentils 
Margarine 


Remarks 


A sample of ice-cream was found on analysis not to comply with the 
standard prescribed by the Food Standards ( Ice Cream) Order, 1953.6 


MPeYPRPOWHYPRPRPWUQAHPHYP NWR EPUWHEPENA NHPHPHPAWWR DYED 


Marzipan 

Meat Paste 

Meat Products (canned) 
Milk 

Mint Sauce 

Olive Oil 

Orange “ Lemon Curd 
Pastry Mix. 

Pickles 

Rice 

Salad Cream 

Sauces 

Shredded Beef Suet 
Soft Drinks 

Soup ( canned) 
Spaghetti (canned) 
Spices 

sugar 

Sweets 

Table Jelly 

Tapioca 

Tea 

Vegetables ( canned) 
Vineger 

Vitamin Tablets 
Nuts 

Lemdn Juice 

Meat Pies 

Stuffing 


Proceedings were taken against the vendor resulting in a fine of 


£106 
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FOOD 


Two outbreaks of Food Poisoning occurred during the year 1959. 


The first occurred in April, and appeared to have been caused by 
a confection made in a local bakery. 


Fifty four cases of food poisoning were notified ; it is probable 
that many other persons were affected, but not so severely as to seek 
treatnent. 


The illness caused severe diarrhoea and vomiting, commencing four 
to six hours after eating the confection. Those affected were ill from 
one to three days. One female, aged 64, was admitted to Hospital. 


Laboratory examination of faeces, of materials used in 

_the preparation of the confection, and of utensils and equipment used at 

the Bakery all gave negative results. Unfortunately, no specimen of the 
suspected confection could be found. Nose and throat swabs from the 

bakery staff yielded negative results, but a coagulase positive Staphylococcus 
was found in the nose and throat of one of the delivery men. As a precaution, 
this man was suspended from duty for treatment, his wages being paid by the 
Council. 


It is suggested that this outbreak was due to the infection of a large 
quantity of custard by Staphylocosei. On the morning when the confection was 
made, the temperature in the bakery was higher than usual; the custard cooled 
very slowly, and conditions became ideal for the growth of the infecting 
organisms. This is probably what happened, but no proof of this theory 
is available. As a precaution, the custard is now quickly cooled in a 
refrigerator. 


The other outbreak of Food Poisoning occurred in the Bedlinog Schools 
following the consumption of School dinner on Wednesday, May 28th. A large 
number of pupils, teaching and canteen staff developed illness on Wednesday 
night. Mr. Thomas, the Public Health Inspector, and I visited the Schools 
on Thursday morning. Mr. Evans, the Headteacher of the County Secondary 
School, had kept samples of the food consumed, and supplied me with full 
details of all affected in the canteen, and in his School. All the evidence 
suggested that the boiled beef consumed on the Wednesday was the cause of 
the outbreak. A portion of the meat, and of other foods, were examined at the 
Public Health Laboratory at Cardiff, as were throat swabs from the Canteen 
staff, and other specimens from some of the victims. Despite the very 
favourable approach to the elucidation of the cause of the trouble, no 
evidence was produced to pinpoint the cause. 


The cleanliness and hygiene of the Canteen were very satisfactory, 
although the staff have to work under cramped conditions. I commented 
on the method of cooking the meat, a method which is not regarded as 
sound practices 
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MORTUARY 


The Council has continued to maintain a Mortuary. During the year 
it was used on four occasionSe This service to the Community, 
although not extensively used, is invaluable at times of fatal 
accidents, or when the deceased person has no home in the locality. 


------000------ 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 


No action was taken under Section 47 of the Act during the year. 
A number of aged persons were visited during the year. 


Associations such as the Old Age Pensioners, Darby and Joan, give 
enjoyment to many old folk who are ambulant, but the life of those 
confined to their homes, especially of those living alone, is 

both monotonous and lonely. 


Discussions have taken place between officers of voluntary bodies 


and local authorities to see if a greater awareness is possible of 
the needs, especially emergency needs, of the aged. 
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FRESH SICKNESS CLAIMS MADE UPON MINISTRY OF NATIONAL INSURANCE 1959 
; ; 


! 

 BARGOED | | 
| | | 

| 

\ 


| JANUARY TO MARCH APRIL TO JUNE 


{ 


JULY TO SEPT. | ocT. TO DECEMBER 


{ 
$ 
| 
| 


/A\ | | 


RAD MYNACH f\ 


I\ | 
| / : ' : 


GRAPH SHOWING SICKNESS CLAIMS FOR 1958 is included for comparison 
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FRESH SICKNESS CLAIMS MADE UPON THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL INSURANCE 1958 
BARGOED | | | : 
| | 
JANUARY TO MARCH APRIL TO JUNE  |JULY TO SEPTEMBER OCTOBER TO 
DECEMBER 
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SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR'S REPORT 


FOR THE YHAR @eeeeneeoeeonoeoseoeeeoeneee8@ 1959 


The following is a report upon the routine work of the Department 
during the year 1959. 


As in past years, much of the time has been devoted to matters appertaining 
to housing problems, viz : - the inspection of sub-standard properties, and 
the continued patching up of these houses which, although ripe for demolition, 
mast be made to last for some time yet. The properties referred to exist 
mainly in the northern part of the Urban Area. They are all approaching, and 
in some instances are well over - a hundred years old. They are invariably all 
of one pattern, lacking present day amenities, and of a low standard generally. 
The Medical Officer of Health has already alluded to the Council's Slum 
Clearance proposals at Pontlottyn, where difficulty is constantly experienced 
in persuading landlords to spend money on repairs and maintenance of houses which 
they know will be the subject of Clearance Orders at some future date. 


At this point, it is appropriate to mention the undoubted beneficial affect 
of the Rent Act, 1957. The extra financial assistance owners of property 
derived under the Act has encouraged them to do work of improvement and 
maintenance which it would otherwise be extremely difficult to enforce - ieee 
painting of exterior woodwork, renewal of fences, fixtures and fittings etc. 


In June, 1959, the House Purchase and Housing Act came into operation, 
and introduced the system of Standard Grants for essential amenities, among 
which are t= 

a) - a fixed bath or shower in a bathroom; 

b) - the provision of a hot water supply, and wash=hand basine 

ec) - a water closet in or contiguous to the house - fittings which 
are conspicuous by their absence in many of the dwelling 
houses in this Area. 


A feature of the past few years has been the number of people, formerly 
tenants of dwelling houses, who are now purchasing their own houses. This has 
undoubtedly been contributed to by := 


a - the various methods in vogue for borrowing money 3 
increased rent of some houses through the operation of the 

Rent Act, 19573 

period of steady and prosperous employment; 

reluctance on the part of former owners of property to 

repair and maintain properties considered to be Sc cs 

uneconomical. 


c) 
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VISITS AND INSPECTIONS MADE 


As a result of complaints received - 913 
In connection with Housing Repairs - 744 
VISITS MADE UNDER THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS 

As a result of Notifiable Disease = Ly 
To Schools - 83 
To Piggeries and Smallholdings - 19 
To Premises without Main Water Supply - oS) 
To Common Lodging Houses = 3 
To Moveable Dwellings ( Tents, Vans, Sheds ) - a5 
To Cinemas and Places of Mntertainment = AT 
To Licensed Houses and Clubs = 94. 
To Premises conducting Offensive Trades - 21 
To Refuse Tips and Ashtips - 63 
To Rear Lanes - £59 
To Markets - 28 
INSPECTIONS UNDER THE FACTORIES' ACTS, 1937 

To Factories and Bakehouses - 132 
To Factories with Mechanical Power = ibe 
To Factories without Mechanical Power - ) 


INSPECTIONS UNDER THE FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955 
AND FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS 


To Dairy premises - 54 
To Factories and Bakehouses - 152 
To Grocery Establishments - 176 
To Butchers! Shops - LEAT 
To Cafes and Restaurants - 94 
To Industrial and School Canteens - 79 
To Ice Creameries - Bil 
To Licensed Houses - 94 
To Fish Friers ~ 76 
To Slaughterhouses - nil 
To Markets - 28 
VISITS AND INSPECTIONS UNDER THE HOUSING ACTS 

No. of visits made - aly 


Joint visits of inspections with the Council's Housing Manager to Council 
owned houses were made as and when required. These joint visits were 
usually as a result of := 


age dirty or troublesome tenants ; 
b) = verminous or dirty houses or tenants ; and abuse and 
misuse of houses of which they are occupiers. 
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HOUSING REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT 1954 and RENT ACT 19 


I am indebted to the Clerk of the Cpuncil for furnishing me with the 
following information :- 


No. of applications received for Certificates of Disrepair - 23 


No. of Certificates of Disrepair granted =—- 23 
No. of Certificates of Disrepair issued - 12 
No. of undertakings accepted by the Council from Owners - ill 
No. of visits made by Public Health Inspectors in connection 
with Certificates of Disrepair - 59 
No. of applications for Revocation of Certificates a anf 
No. of Certificates revoked by the Council - 6 
No. of Certificates of Disrepair refused by the Council = od 


HOUSES ACTS 1936 and 1957, end LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


(MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1953 


No. of Demolitions made respecting individually unfit houses = 22 
No. of Closing Orders made =e 
a) - involving whole of premises —- 6 
b) = involving part of premises - 2 
No. of families displaced - 25 
Number of persons affected =) 98 
Families rehoused by the Council = iI9 
Families rehoused by other bodies - 6 
PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936 ( Section 92) 
No. of defective houses made fit by Informal action ai ES) 
w-, ~94e fit by Formal action - 110 
No. of cases in which Police Court Proceedings were taken - 7 


WATER SUPPLY 


A piped water supply is available for domestic purposes to the great majority 
of houses. A few dwellings and farms, however, through their remote and 
isolated positions, often at high altitudes, are forced to rely on springs 
because of the impracticability of providing a piped supply economically. 

No houses are dependant upon wells for their water supply. 


In all cases where it is not practicable to provide a piped supply of 
water from a proved known source, every effort is made to safeguard and, if 
possible, improve the existing supply. 


No. of existing houses provided with a mains water supply in 1959 - 2 
No. of houses where water service pipes were renewed in 1959 - 19 


During the yer one sample of water was submitted for analysis. The 
sample was satisfactory chemically ; unsatisfactory bacteriologically. 
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MILK AND DATRIES ACTS AND REGULATIONS 19 


With the introduction of the Attested Herd scheme by the llinistry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food, there has been a notable increase in the number of farms 
producing Tubercflin Tested Milk. These now total 27. Several former milk 
producers have however ceased production, and there are now only 19 farms 
producing Ungraded Milk. The bulk of all milk produced is despatched to 
Pasteurising Plants for Heat Treatment, with only 4 farms bottling their own T.T. 
grade of milk. From 1954, when the Milk ( Special Designation) (Specified Areas) 
Order became operative, only Tuberculin Tested Milk, or Milk that had been Heat 
Treated in compliance with the Regulations, is allowed to be sold in the Area. 
All schools in the district are supplied with Pasteurised Milk. 


There are 21 Registered Milk Retailers in the Area. Since the beginning of 
1960 milk vendors from Areas outside the Urban District no longer require 
registration other than in the Area from which they operate. 


All grades of milk sold are sampled frequently. During 1959, 110 samples were 
submitted to the Laboratory for examination, the results being as follows :- 


j i ' i 


ic Milk submitted | Satisfactory Unsatisfactory! Total | 
| | 
| Tuberculin Tested Milk 14 Ee 14 | 
Pasteurised Milk 5) nil 3 
| Ungraded Milk Wh 16 BP) 
| ie ee 
| Totals | 94 16 110 | 
i Sd 


In addition, 51 samples were examined for the presence of Tubercle Baciili, 
All were free from this infection. 


It is discouraging to have to report cases of frequent misuse and abuse of 
milk bottles by the general public once again. Accummulation of milk bottles 
are often seen on and around building sites, factories, and even some private 
houses. They are almost all in a filthy condition and are obviously unfit for 
further use as a container of an important food. This problem is, of course, 
a national one. The solution appears to be either with the non-returnable wax 
cartons and subsequent probable increase in price, or for the Dairy Industry 
to follow the example of the mineral water manufacturers and impose a charge 
upon the purchaser for the non-return of the bottle. 


f ri¢ 
\ ories —a a 


> i 
Fa - had 
, oti iM teas 
t : i ta: Big ev 
j ty B ipa rest tae <s 
ted? Ln 7 ) ALB it gedw ,L@CL geet 


4 . Y 


¢ Rite ’ } ti Witte cishess vice a WS, dnt 


» 4 ‘ 
Li fr ,Brciye lira) ach dipper 
te , ? : ¥ 
. « 


‘thw bolijgpe are fateh 7 
: une, SN 

‘ v4 ‘ - fe ae 

.~ «fot ont of eteltetali si 7 Gaaeee 
f at oT. wis abfagem LCM OT! % 


him woot doiviy gos? eodd ee Ae Tat) 


, shut w_idampert Bolgete pte Blan ae 
wed i ‘weet ef se wWwhtatheees got “ . “ia 
; mrs Tot. yrohenedal eae 


< 


- - - —_— + — le -_ - te ci 
- > an ; 
~ - — - — ee ee mn ENN 
iL 
. e ‘ 
' 
¥ } 
| 5 
=- 
( 
~- : 2 
1} f 
9 _ — 2. ; 
an ay 
oO 
o~ aetna aceienegy 
» I ; 
& ti £, ; ial 


cf) woo@cesy ON Sak lonkianny onsite aot 
cat oma 


to, pane d nia daorpey? fo neem dxoger. ae 
ave , Sic ‘1h wobdinteienone Ainge pond Lang - : 
2% @8ion ers tun \aaPaatoet eaodian wubbltod £ 
rk city wlaoetwts exe bax mold Bien wie Lt? be prt 
2 19 ,a) onidicg aReF  ofeat 
f rts EAT. nie it ie tytio. of od) eet 
‘eiihinke cried ont ut Se cooing it aanorot: 


LOGS & g@acgeh jin ‘a -f 
. bait. wr er 
Rhrhdny) aa39 


or 


oO 


Page 30 


ICE CREAM 
Heat Treatment Regulations 19 - 1952 


There are 119 premises in the Area registered under Section 16 of the Food 
and Drugs Act, 1955 for the sale or storage of Ice Cream intended for sale 
to the general public. Ten premises are registered for the manufacture (One 
this commodity. 


The popularity of ice cream, particularly in the summer months, shows no 

sign of declining. The bulk of this foodstuff today is manufactured by firms 
with country wide distribution, and among whom there is keen competition. 
Pre-packing of the product is almost universally practiced. 


Sanpling of ice cream takes place periodically, and I give below details of 
samples submitted during the year. 


Noe of samples submitted ~ 40 
No. of samples with a satisfactory result - 29 
No. of sampoes with an unsatisfactory result - iL 


FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955 
FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS 


Registered Food Premises 


Premises registered under the provisions of Section 16 of the Food and Drugs 
Act 1955 for the manufacture of Potted, Pressed, Pickled, ana Preserved 
Foods number 25, an increase of 2 since last year. Foods manufactured are 
chiefly meat pies and pasties, faggots, and sausages. 


It is pleasing to be able to report that the improvement in Cafes, Restaurants 
and Food Shop Premises is still evident. The purchasing public are undoubtedly 
more ! hygiene conscious! today, more discerning, and can afford to ** more 
discriminating , and as surely as the trade of the modern trader will increase, 
so will that of the backward un-hygienic trader decline. 


All aspects of the food trade, and the public generally, have benefitted by the 
introduction of the modern transparent hygienic food pack in which today 

even articles of food such as potatoes and other uncooked vegetables are 
wrapped so as to minimise possible contamination. Laminated plastics as 

counter and table tops, refigerators and deep freeze display cabinets, are also 
essential fittings for most shops in order to comply with the requirements 

of the Food Hygiene Regulations, and it is gratifying to be able to report 

that shop keepers generally show willing co-operation in this directione 
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Principal food premises in the Gelligaer Urban Area are &- 


Butchers! Shops - 48 
Grocery and Provision Shops = ante 
Bakehouses - i 
Ice Cream Manufacturers - i) 
Ice Cream Vendors - 119 
Cafes and Restaurants - 23 
Fried Fish and Chip Shops - 18 


There are also a large number of smaller shops selling a variety of 
articles, including foadstuffs of various kinds. 


SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES 


Articles cf food which are found unfit for human consumption are disposed of 
by incineration, or collection by the Council for burial on the Council's 
refuse tipse Food found unfit during 1959 included the following :- 


Fresh meat ~ 178 lbs. Beef ; 150 lbs. Liver ; 16 lbs. Bacon. 


Canned meats - 1,241 lbs. Canned Ham ; 412 lbs. Corned Beef; 280 lbs.Tongue; 
153 lbs. Beef Loaf ; 172 lbs. Pork Roll; 38 lbs.Jellied Veale 


Canned Fruit and 376 lbs. Peaches ; 135 lbs. Pineapple; 177 lbs. Pears; 
Vegetables 104 lbs. Apricots ; 1,191 lbs. Tomatoes ; 345 lbs, Peas; 
71 lbs. Fruit Salad ; 59 lbs. Plums ; 112 lbs. Fotatoes; 
65 lbs. Oranges; 46 lbs. Carrots ; 381bs- Grapefruit; 
59 lbs. Prunes. 


Canned fish - 67 lbs. Salmon ; 21 lbs. Herrings ; 9 lbs-Shrimps. 


Miscellaneous - 432 lbs. Milk ; 94 lbs. Cream ; 80 lbs. Cheese; 231bs Butter; 


Total weight of food found unfit for human consumption was 


2 tons, 17 cwts., 3 atrse, 10 Lbse 


SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT, 1933 / 58 


Ten persons are licensed as slaughtermen in the Area, a decrease of one from 
1958. It is a significant fact, and a feature of the present day meat trade 
conditions, that no butchers employed as such are licensed slaughtermene 


There is no registered slaughterhouse in the areas The bulk of fresh meat 
+s obtained from slaughterhouses at Brynmawr, Tredegar, Maesycwmmer and 
Cardiff. 


Thirty one cottagers' pigs were slaughtered and the carcases examined as 
to fitness for human consumption by the Council's Public Health Inspectors. 
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LICENSED HOUSES AND CLUBS 


Periodic visits to the 44 Public Houses and the 19 Licensed Clubs that 

exist in the Area, both during hours of businees, and when they are closed 

to the general public, were made during the year. On the whole, these premises 
were satisfactory, although it was necessary to serve notices or informal 
letters to the Secretary of the Brewery concerned or, in the case of a 

Club, the Management Committee, on 15 occasions. Communications thus 
despatched were in connection with :- 


Conditions of disrepair of premises = 4 

Provision of hot water to bar washing-up sinks - 3 

Repair or renewal of flushing cistern to sanitary conveniences — 5 
Redecoration or repointing of walls and ceilings - 3 


Favourable mention must be made of the greatly improved amenities in all 
the Licensed Clubs in the district, which now cater for men and women. 

The introduction of certain popular games of chance on fixed nights every 
week has attracted increased patronage, and consequently a larger financial 
income has been derived, which, in the case of most Club Premises has been 
expended to give increased comforts to the clientele. 


SCHOOL CANTERNS 


Frequent visits were made to school canteen. kitchens and food rooms of all 
schools in the Area. For the 33 schools, there are 23 school kitchens with 
dining rooms adjacent to them. Those schools not equipped with cooking 
facilities have the midday meal conveyed to them in stainless steel 
insulated containers from a central kitchen. At some schools enforced use 
of a former classroom as a kitchen takes place, resulting in inadequate 
ventilation and cramped working conditions. As in former years, however, 
tribute must again be paid to kitchen staffs employed for the manner in 
which the canteens are kept and appetising meals produced. 


COMMON LODGING HOUSES 


The only common lodging house in the district, situated in Bargoed, ceased 
to functiow in July 1959. This event means that for the first time for 
very many years ‘the Urban Area is without an establishment of this nature. 


OFFENSIVE TRADES 


Regular inspection of both the premises where offensive trades are carried 
out - one at Bargoed and one at Ystrad Mynach = takes place. 

At both these premises only discarded clothing and old metals are collected. 
Thus the possibility of nuisance is minimised. One has only to visit trades 
of this nature to be visibly impressed with the vast amount of cast off 
materials of all kinds that is collected and later processed for further 
use. Prosecutions under the provisions of the Litter Act 1958 would 
undoubtedly be much more numerous were it not for the necessary service 
performed by collectors of old metal, rags, and such materials. 


« st 4 
A sey) : iv oboe fit a tim nt oo nmadum fo 
agoms Tecv ene a - Sanne angel Loe is 


HeeDW wit ton til etew auotemum aie 


& sath ty. Ba 


rt 


> aa 
Puy : . ie 
“a errata, + aesolt iia 

: tniétant 4a ~ toe! ’ 

ABs 7 é 4 ; to, mofek 

i inmee of wietal Hideolt To Ieweaer to Zia 
<a 
‘ * t Li Tey i ty y! rf TT %S nobel 


- ' * iM 
aes | a , reg 
4 : — es. 
- : - Ji ee ) of 
‘ 
y te Leqgog « tates 
’ r r 
,epeccrtag: Sonaeresk 6 
+ 4 wl Pan ! , 
4 4 i Orlw ’ 
+ obey 9 P 
° * t aa “YT 9 tes * o Ove - 


lootos of 3B 


»tiooros ¢¢ aft aol ~rowk's 


aioe saodl weed? mM on coon he # 
svevoos Ieee yabiie ete 9% 

tia [enimo £2 aetl- eget 86 

26.) ~t samtlot ii 2 as ‘no ome ise 


un liaco "iistrow begmete bout. et 
Tr otha of btag od Abeaa) 
» beret | slalduqqe hee — os sects 


‘egeuor 
shia 
eee 


iW 


> won) fh ec’ mr Sain net abe STOW 
" : ’ ‘. we] 


er Nee 


hirnitt t aorA vaatet ed? 


ew com 


fo -bobusos tb yea 


ii firth ui Boe sectoral ont + 


eed 


© Page 33 
PET ANIMALS ACT,1951 


Three premises are registered for the keeping and sale of Pet Animals. All 

three businesses are visited regularly in order to see that the requirement. of the 
law in connection with the keeping of such animals is duly carried out. No 

complaints in connection with the keeping of pets was dealt with during the year. 


-FACTORIES' act 1957 / 59 


There are 82 factories of various kinds operating in the Area. These include 
some engaged in light and heavy engineering, Building, Joinery, and Woodwork. 


No, of Factories to which Sections 2,3,4,5,6,7, of the Act apply - 73 
No. of Factories to which Section 7 only applies - 9 
No, of inspections made during the year —- 132. 


Hight notices drawing attention to infringements of the Regulations were served 
in 1959. These were as follows :- 


Provide adequate lighting to sanitary convenience - 
Requiring the proper cleaning of sanitary conveniences (walls, floors) - 4 
Requiring the provision of suitable and sufficient sanitary conveniences - 4 


With the exception of one of these, where there havevbeen circumstances very 
difficult to control, all notices were complied with. 


58 persons are employed as Outworkers ( Section 111 of the Factories Act,1957). 
This employment, of a very light nature, consists of dressing and trimming 
moulded articles made in the parent factory. 


RODENT AND PEST CONTROL 


The work in connection with the destruction of rats and mice, and the eradication 
of insect’ pests generally continued throughout the year. The table set out 
below gives a summary of some of the work done,with the number of visits made 
to various premises. 

Inspected Treated Visits made 


Dwelling houses 508 271. 927 
Business premises 63 29 137 
Refuse Tips 8 23 59 
Rivers and Brooks 13 Ie) 42 
Collieries 5 - 5 
Farms and Agricultural Holdings 123 - eas 


Eleven dwelling houses were disinfested after vermin, four on a rechargeable basis. 
In addition, with the co-operation of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food, the bi-annual treatment of sewers throughout the whole of the Urban Area 
took place in May and November. 


Disinfection of both privately omed and Council houses for vermin is done as 
required. In the former case, a small charge is made to cover expenses incurred. 
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Insect pests with which the Department were called to deal with included 
the following : - bed bugs, ants, wood boring beetles, fleas,silver fish, 
cockroaches and wasps. 


In the case of wasps, the nest was located under the eaves of the gable roof of a 
mineral water factory at a point adjacent to the syrup room, causing 
consternation and considerable disruption to production among the female 
employees. This trouble was successfully dealt with to the ereat relief of 

the women workers« 


llany of the complaints received in connection with the presence of rats and mice 
in and around dwelling houses would not arise if ordinary conmmonnsénne rules for 
the disposal of waste foods, refuse, and rubbish, and the keeping of pet animals 
were observed. Not infrequently it is found on inspection that the source of the 
complaint is that these pests are encouraged by some thoughtless action on the 
part of the householder. Placing waste food in open refuse receptacles, and the 
erection of sheds and outbuildings directly upon the ground are flagrant 
examples of this thoughtlessness. Once these vermin become established 

i+ is advisable for householders to report the matter without delay to 

the Public Health Department. 


Yours faithfully, 


T. P. THOMAS 


Senior Public Health Inspector 
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